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IMPORTANT PATENT OFFICE DECISIONS. 

Commissioner Fisher has refuoed the application of Wm. 
Mont SGorm for an extension of his patent for an improve
ment in revolvmg fire-arms. This is one of the applications 
authorized by Congress to be made after the patent had run 
out. An extension W9S granted to Emily J. Lamson, execu
trix of Daniel Lamson, for improvements in machines for 
notching hoops. The evidence shows that this invention was 
a valuable one, and that the inventor, who WRS a poor man, 
was diligent in attemptmg to introduce his invention until 
the breaking out ot the war, when he enlisted in a Massachu
setts regiment and was killed at Fredericksburg. Since his 
dea,th his widow has continued the manufacture, but with 
small profits. The commissioner says: "This c!1se is one m 

which it is eminently proper that an extension should be 
granted." In the interference case of E, Hewins and D. B. 
Spooner, applicants for a patent for a water meter, the com
missioner affirms the decision of the Board of Appeal, pro
nouncing Spooner the real inventor. In his decision he is 
rather severe upon Hewins and the several other members of 
the Baldwin Patent Meter Company of Boston. One of the 
party, Mr. Frederick Curtis, comes in for a merited castigation, 
as follows: 

" In the course of the testimony a letter from Mr. Frederick 
Curtis, of Boston, a solicitor of patents, and one of the parties 
named abov", was put in evidence. I do not see that this 
letter is relevant to any of the issues of this casu, and I have 
given no weight to it as testimony. I refer to it now, as the 
publication of this opinion aflords me a convenient oppor
tunity of expressing the view which I entertain of its con
tents. 

" '1'he letter was written in February, 1869, to Spooner, in 
Jlelation to obtaining the sEcond patent upon the Baldwin 
JIleter. In this letter Curtis says: 'I have a way now of ob
l!tining the allowanco of a patent in six hours after it reaches 
the Patent Office, by th, payment of $75, aml I intend to have 
large fees paid me in excess ot this for accomplishin� this 
sort of thing: 

"The first remark which this statement demands is tha t it is 
false in fact. No soliciter or any other person has' a way of 
obtaining the allowance of a patent in six hours. after it 
reaches the Patent Office: Cases are received, recorded, and 
examined in their regular order. They do not reach the ex
aminer until a day or two after they are filed, since they must 
pass through other rooms, when the fees are received, the 
cases classified, the application completed, the files made up, 
ILnd other formal matters attended to. The examiners, under 
the great pressure of the numerous applications submitted to 
them, cannot reach a new case under, a week or two after it 
comes into their rooms, so that, under the most favorable cir
cumstances, the thing asserted in this letter is simply impos
sible. No order is ever granted, under the present adminis
tration of the office, to take cases up out of turn, except as 
provided in the printed rules, even when inventors have come 
to Washington to at.tend to  t.bim own application, and this 
because it is simply just that those who send their cases to 
the office, \lnd trust to the operation of its rules, shall not be 
set aside at the demand of the clamorous few who choose to 
attend in person or to demand special privileges by friends or 
attorneys. 'rhe rule is imperative, and it has been faithfully 
and rigidly adhered to. 

"But the writer of this letter intimates that this just rule 
may be set aside by the payment of money. Cases may go 
through in six hours, he says, by the payment of $75,' and 
the advantage of knowing this secret he dl,ems to be so great, 
that he 'intends to have large fees paid to him for accom
plishing this sort of thin g. 

" 'rbis insinuation is also falw. It is simply a lihel on tho 
Patent Office, a libel which has no foundation in fact. Mr. 
Curt.is never had a patent allowed in six hours after the ap
plication reached the Patent Office, and he never paid to the 
Patent Offi�e, or any officer thereof, $75 or any ot,her sum, to 
secure tJ:e allowance of cases out of their regula,r order. 

Invent.ors ought to know that if they are foolish and wicked 
enough to flay their money upon such pretenses, it will never 
reach the pockets of the Goveroment officials for whom they 
suppose it to be designed. Ic goes no fUl'ther than the unscru
pulous at,turney or ugcmt, who, assuming to trade upon the 
supposed corruption of sworn officers, is willing to slander 
honest men, and destroy public confidence -in the administra
tion of public affairs, in order that he ma,y enrich himself at 
the expense of his credulous client. 

"Instances have come to my knowh·dge where IUonHY has 
been extorted from clients by agents after p'ttents harl 
actually been allow"d but not yet issued, upon the pretense 
th1tt it was necessary to bribe the examiner. I know of no 
case where the money went beyond the solicitor. No prac
titioner can assert with truth that he possesses any facilities 
by which he is .. maiJl"d to procure patents in advance of any 
of his competitors beyond his knowledge of the forms and 
routine of tllC) office, and his skill and care in the preparation 
of his cases. To take money from his clients under the pre
tense that it is to be used t.o procure such facilities is to add 
theft to falsehood." 

.�. 

Geol'gia State Fail'. 

Thi� Fail' will be held at Oglethorpe Park, Atlanta, open
ing the 19th of Octoher, aIld closing October 29th, 1870. The 
manufacturcJ'� of machines, implements, instruments, tools, 
etc., are roqulCs(;ul to send their latest pulliisherl illustrllttJd 
catalogm,s and price lists. The secretary requests the con· 
tribution of specimens of their machines, etc., for preserva
tion and permanent exhilJition in the museum, upon such 
�erms as � expense of thl1sadvertising for the manufacturers 

as may be agreed upon with the secretary. The arrange-

ment of the office and museum will be designed for the ex
hibition and advertisement, to the best advantage of all arti
cles thus intrusted to it. Address Col. D. W. Lewis, Secre
tary, Atlanta, Ga. 

-_ .. 

BUSSELL'S DISK CULTIVATOR AND HARROW. 

We are informed that the implements herewith illustrated 
are only part of a series, covering (he ent.ire range of ground 
breaking and culture, the same leading elements running 
through the whole series. They are based on experiments 
which have extended through the last sixteen years, having 

l':f 1 

in view the production of cheap machines to pulverize soil 
with the least possible expenditure of force, and, at the same 
time, to bring the suhsoil to the surface and thoroughly in
corporate it with the surface soil. It is claimed that these 
ends have been satisfactorily attained. 

The cultivator and the harrow are substantially the same
the latter lJeing an enlargement of the former, and provided 
with a sea t for the driver 'fhe serrated and continuous rimmed 

disks are interchangeable and ma.y be uS(ld on both; the con
tinuous rims being preferable in stalky, trashy, or sod ground. 

The armed disk" are preferahle in croiJ culture, when st,alks 
and roots do not interfere. They are journaled to sw�vel 
brackets which allow of quick and easy changes in the posi
tion-i. e., these concavo-convex disks can be turned more or 
less quartering across the line of draft, according to the re
quirements of soil and crop. 

A is the frame, made of angle iron, and B, the cross-ties of 
wood binding the sides of the frame; the continuous rimmed 
disks C, on the harrow, have wrought iron spokes (the rim 
being cast llar'l'ow). which JOlin! lAavfis large openings for the 

surfac,) soil to drop through while the rim comes up loaded 
with the suhsoil. It is claimed that this secures level and 
thorough cult.ure. The armed disks having blade·like points 
are shown at D, tliefront edge of each belng turned out slightly 
towards the convex face. '£he8e blades 1>,)1] etrl]>ce t Iw earth 
edgewise, gyrate laterally, and emerge laden with the subsoil 
shedding it in the directibn of the row, while the weeds drop 
through the interstices and are buried Ollt of sight. E E are 
carryinf!" wheels Jor transporting the harrow from place to 
place. They are put into t.ho swinging brackets, where the 
coulters, F, are used wh , ,he ground. 
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These coulters serve as rudders to steady t.he running of 
cultivator and harrow, which it is claimed th"y do perfectly. 

We have never seen this machine at work, and can speak 
of it only on information forwarded by the inventor. Only 
actual experIment can demonstrate the validity of his claims, 
which are for the cultivator, that it has one half less draft 
than any other cultivator in use; that it does twice the work 
of any other cultivator, and does it better; thai it destroys 
the weeds more effectually than any other machine; that it 
cultivates one row pe'l'jectly at once going through, which no 
other machine does; that it leaves the ground smooth and 
level between the rows; that it completely pulverizes all 
clods, and throws the fine subsoil closely and evenly around 

,the loOts; that it largely increases production, by thoroughly 
lossening and mixing the soil; t hat it will work wet soil bet
ter than any other implement, and leave it in better condi· 
tion; �nd that it is cheap and durable, a,nd not as liable as 
other machines to break or get out of order. 

With these claims for it.s superiority, we submit it to a fair 
competition with its rivals. 

I I. is claimed for the disk h�row and pulverizer, tha,t it will 
soon save its cost in horseflesh, owing to its light draft; that 
it will thoroughly pulverize thf' soil from four to six inches 
deep; that it is the best clod-crusher yet invented; that it 
will thoroughly mix fertilizers with the soil; that it is the 
best machine in use for preparing sod ground for corn; and 
that it is simple in construction, cheap, and not liable to get 
out of order. 

Patented, August 9,1870. Manufacturers' and State rights 
for sale hy the proprietors, Bussell, Tilford & Greene, India
napolis, Ind. 

Swi.... and LiInbnrg Cheese. 

We learn from the Wisconsin Farmer, that within a few 
miles of Oshkosh, Wis., there will be 50,000 pounds of 
Swiss cheese made this season. John Ryf, a native oj tlwitzer
land, was the pioneer in the business in the vicinity, having 
commenced work ten years ago. He brought to Wisconsin 
in that time $700. He now has a farm of 19 0 acres, with 
buildings on it which cost $10,000 in casi,-the cow barn 
being a particularly good one-the profits of Swiss eheese 
making. This year he is making cheese from about 50 cows; 
commenced. manufacturing May 1, and has already a good 
supply of cheese. 

The milk ie "set" as in American cheese manufactories. 
It is heated in a .,opper kettle, holding 125 gallons, to about 
122° to 125°. No salt is put in the curd. A lever instead of a 
screw press is used. '1'h8 cheeses are thirty inches'in diameter, 
and about four and a half inches thick, weighi'lg from eighty 
to one hundred and ten pounds. Salt is rubbed in every day 

for two or three months, then once in two or 
three days until cold weather, and then once 
a week. The cheese ought to be at least one 
year old before being used. lind the older it 
is tb" hetter it is considered. There are 
small holes in the cheese, 'and if these are 
a bou t the size of peas this is considered a.n 
evidence of excellence. When the chnese is 
old these holes become full of butter. 

The cheese-room on this farm is small, 
and no curing room is attached, the cheese 
being cured in the cellar under the dwell
ing house. This cellar as w ell as aJl about 
the cheese house, was quite clean, and the 
entire place ga ve evidence of good manage
ment, neatness, and. cleanliness. The cheese, 
however, would hardly be popular lVith 
Americans, either to smell or taste .. Yet 
there is a good demand for it at good prices. 
Last year Mr. Ryf's sales were made at an 
everage of twenty-two cents, delivered at 

Oshkosh, going to the Milwaukee market. He has sold it as 
high as thirty cents per pound. 

'£here are some four other dairies in the neighhorhood mak
ing this cheese. We had only opportunity to visit on" ot.her, 
that of Messrs. Boss and K·�ttle, on the farm of C. L. Rich. 
vVe did not find either of the cheese makers. They are en· 
gaged somewhat in ma,king. 

The Limburg cheese is made in small brick-like pieees, 
weil6hing about two pourlds each. The milk is not heated 
after being ., set," nor is the curd stirred. Tho curd is put in 
small boxes, an,} pressed only with the hands. As with Swiss 
cheese, the salt is rubbed on the outside. The cheese are in
closed in tin foil: Owing to the less pressure a greater quan
tity of cheese can be made from a given quantity of milk 
than with American cheese-eight pounds milk will make 
one of chf1ese. Last year the average price of Limburg cheese 
at Oshkosh was about fifteen cents. 

.. _ .. 

ANALYSIS OF GER�IAN SILVER.-A good method ofseparat 
ing copper, nickel, and zinc, is to dissolve the alloy in hydro
chloric acid containing a few drops of nitric acid, and precip
itate the copper from the slightly acid solution in the form of 
sub.sulphocyanide of copper. The liquid, after being filter8d 
and reduced, by evaporation, to a small bulk, is treated by ex
cess of caustic potash, and then by hydrocyanic acid, until the 
precipitate which is at first formed is completely re-dissolved 
wit.h a yellow color. In this liquid, which contains the double 
cyanides, the zinc is precipitated in tho state of sulphide, by 
means of protosulphide of potassium (n-:>t sulphide of am
monium). After some hours' digest.ion, and when the pre
cipitate is cO'1lpletely deposited, it is filtered ofl', and, after 
boiling the liquid with aqua regia, the nickel is preeipitated 
as oxide by caustic potash. This oxide must be calcined after 
it is dried.-li'. Wohler. 
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